
Living in the city - an annual 
school program  

 
Concept  
The concept of the White City Center as an education center is based on the idea of learning 
as a way of experiencing and studying the White City and modern architecture, and how these 
are reflected in the visual fabric of Tel Aviv and its cultural layers, as well as in the daily life of its 
residents. The activities take place at the Center and throughout the city.
 
The Center operates in two major reference circles, similar to a person's life in the community:

1. The personal - relating to the design of the immediate living habitat: an individual's home 

and family.

2. The communal - relating to the public urban space and the implications of its design on the 

life of the community.
 
The purpose of the Center’s educational activity is to raise awareness and highlight the 
concept of the White City and its relevance to issues of urban environment. We want to bring 
the community closer and familiarize people with the cultural and social principles underlying 
modern architecture; the history and the culture of the White City and its influence on the 
development of urban space in Tel Aviv; and the importance of planning, conservation and 
sustainability in the city. All this while referencing the relationship between the White City and 
the Bauhaus culture and its origins in Germany.
 
As a new center that seeks to maintain a close relationship with the community, we have 
developed an annual program in cooperation with several schools located in the area of the 
White City: a program for the fourth grades to be launched during the coming school year in a 
way that will correlate to the school curriculum. The program will include experimentation and 
hands-on activities, supported by artistic tools and taught by the Center's team of educators, 
artists, architects and designers.

 


Background  
The pilot program "Living in the White City" is scheduled to begin on September 1, 2017, in 
five schools that are situated within the White City area of UNESCO, in the center of the city. 
The program is the result of various meetings and coordination with school principals and the 
Education Administration of the Tel Aviv Municipality. The need to create a pedagogical identity 
for city studies in the context of the White City has resulted in the development of an annual 
program, which will include two-hour lessons to be taught in small groups by two of the White 
City Center staff members, together with the teachers (who will be chosen by each school). 
The goal of the program is to implement the subject as part of the annual curriculum. For this 
purpose, the school staff will undergo training throughout the year by the Center's team.

 




 
 
Content and structure   
The program is corresponding with the "My City" studies currently taught in schools (fourth 
grades). The program is divided into three units and each unit consists of two-hour lessons 
taught in groups in the classroom, during workshops and on tours:

• The first unit begins with the student addressing their immediate, most familiar environment- 

their room and their home - while referring to the analogous space of the classroom. In this 
section we will engage with space, our movement in space, the structure and usability of the 
space and the objects it contains. As part of this unit, we will address the issue of climate 
and aesthetics, begin to look more closely at the environment, and conduct workshops and 
a tour at a typical Bauhaus building.


• The second unit will focus on going out into the nearest space - the street, and from there to 
the neighborhood. We will explore the students' familiar daily surroundings around town, 
while referencing the various uses (businesses, gardens etc.), the local stories and history, as 
well as observing and understanding the space. We will learn to use maps as a tool, 
acknowledging the stage in which the children begin to experience the streets by themselves 
(without an adult), and together we will plan a tour that they will guide their parents through 
by the end of the program - as part of connecting the community to the heritage site in 
which they live.


• The third unit summarizes the program and expands the view of the city, its past, its culture 
and its institutions. We will go on a photo tour and try to dream up the city. Finally, there will 
be a school exhibition, which will feature and share the process the students have gone 
through, and will function as a meeting point for tours.
 

Throughout their studies, the students will fill out a notebook that will become the program's 
textbook - a personal diary of their city.
       


